Ames Spring League for 2012
To:  Coaches, Presidents, Parents and Players

From:  Bryan Griffin


Director of Ames Spring League

RE:  Ames Spring League 2012
Ames is hosting a Spring League open to 7U – 15U teams in the Central Iowa Area.  Our games will be held on Saturdays beginning April 14, 2012 and ending the first weekend of June with a Playoff for 1st place in each age group.

Registration is now open.  You will find the entry forms below along with a team roster form to fill out.

Ames Spring League has been setup to help players become better players in the future.  Thus, pitching limitations will encourage the use and development of several pitchers per team.  A continuous batting order will be employed for the same reason.  We are looking to teach players to become better in all aspects of baseball, in a balanced, competitive environment.

If you have any questions please feel free to call Bryan Griffin at 515-291-4222. Register as soon as possible to join Ames Spring League in 2012. We’re looking forward to seeing all of you in our 2012 Spring League

LET’S PLAY BALL!!!!!
Sincerely,
Bryan A. Griffin
Bryan A. Griffin

Director of Ames Spring League

AMES BASEBALL NEWS

2012 AMES SPRING LEAGUE

About the 2012 Ames Spring League  

The 2012 Ames Spring League teams will play a 12 game season during the months of April and May with a playoff weekend for 1st place during the first week of June.  Registration is now open and closes March 15th, 2012.  Schedules will be posted on the Ames Website (www.ameslittleleaguebaseball.org) by April 1, 2012.  Teams will compete in several age determined divisions. Age’s 7U-12U will play in closed base format; age’s 13U-15U will play open base format.  Ames Spring League will provide the opportunity for teams to compete in a fun, competitive, and organized environment.

Registration Deadline:  March 15, 2012
Schedule Posted By:  April 1, 2012
Games Begin:  April 14, 2012
Contact:   Bryan Griffin 515-291-4222
How to Sign up for the 2012 Ames Spring League

Step 1:  Go to Ames Website www.ameslittleleaguebaseball.org and download the Spring League registration form. 
Step 2:  Sign your team up and mail in your registration to Ames Spring League.

Address:  PO Box 684 Ames, Ia 50010


Deadline:  March 15, 2012
Sizes/Number of Games/cost

	Age Group
	Number of Umpires
	Size of Base Path/Pitching Distance
	Number of Games
	Cost

	
	
	
	
	

	*7U Closed Base
	1
	60/46
	12
	$600.00

	*8U Closed Base
	1
	60/46
	12
	$600.00

	9U Closed Base
	2
	60/46
	12
	$600.00

	10U Closed Base
	2
	60/46
	12
	$600.00

	11U Closed Base
	2
	60/46
	12
	$600.00

	12U Closed Base
	2
	60/46
	12
	$600.00

	13U Open Base 90ft
	2
	90/60
	12
	$600.00

	14U Open Base 90ft
	2
	90/60
	12
	$600.00

	15U Open Base 90ft
	2
	90/60
	12
	$600.00


*All Divisions are Player Pitch; there will be Playoffs for each Division to determine 1st Place.
WE MUST HAVE A TOTAL OF 6 OR MORE TEAMS PER DIVISION.  IF THERE ARE NOT 6 OR MORE TEAMS WE WILL COMBINE AGE GROUPS.

Step 3:  Game Dates and “Special Requests”

Two games per age group will be played by each team on Saturdays beginning April 14, 2012.  All games will be held on Saturday unless the coach has “Special Requests” submitted on the registration form and that request can be accommodated.  You must request these dates in the sections “Dates that you are not available” and “Special Requests” on the registration form.

Changes to your team’s schedule will be VERY difficult to make if you have not indicated unavailable dates on the registration page.

Step 4:  Schedules / Contacts – In Season
A complete schedule and list of contacts will be supplied to coaches by April 1, 2012.

In Season Information


Schedule/Location of Fields

See Website:  www.ameslittleleaguebaseball.org
The directions to Fields can be accessed through the Ames Website.

Fields used (all in Ames, IA):
Hunziker Youth Sports Complex

Brookside Park
River Valley Park
Rainouts and Reschedules

Rainouts

Rainouts will be announced 2 hours prior to 1st game of that day on the Ames Hot Line NUMBER- 515-306-5183
The ultimate decision on whether or not games will be played will be made by the Director of the Ames Spring League.



Reschedules

Games will be made up on scheduled rain-out dates when possible. 
Every attempt will be made to make-up all games. However, we reserve the right to cancel games altogether in the event that a make-up date is not playable. 
Rules


See Website:  www.ameslittleleaguebaseball.com & Listed below

Special Rules Exceptions:


All Divisions-
Must have a Continuous Batting Order

Pitchers may pitch 2 innings per game, up to a maximum of 60 pitches.

Age Groups / Divisions

Ages


Age Determination Date:  

The age determination date for all age groups will be May 1st, 2012.  See chart below for player age/division breakdown by birth date.



Age Group Born On or After:



15U May 1, 1996
14U May 1, 1997
13U May 1, 1998
12U May 1, 1999
11U May 1, 2000
10U May 1, 2001
  9U May 1, 2002
  8U May 1, 2003
  7U May 1, 2004
A player, players, or a team may move up in age group if they want, but may not move down.

Game-Type by Divisions: 
Closed Base:  7U-12U:
Traditional Little League rules with closed base rules.

Open Base: 13U-15U: 
Teams that play lead offs and pitching from a stretch.

Ames Spring League Baseball

2012
Season Entry Form
Division

Closed Base



Open Base




7 U
_____



13 U
_____




8 U
_____



14 U
_____




9 U
_____



15 U
_____




10U
_____






11U
_____




12U
_____

ENTRY FEE MUST ACCOMPANY ENTRY FORM.

ENTRY DEADLINE IS MARCH 15, 2012
MAIL TO:
Ames Spring League

PO BOX 684


AMES, IA. 50010

TEAM NAME:
PRIMARY LOCATION:
HEAD COACH:
ADDRESS:
CITY, STATE, ZIP:
CELL NUMBER:
WORK NUMBER:
HOME NUMBER:
EMAIL:
ASSISTANT COACH:
ADDRESS:
CITY, STATE, ZIP:
CELL NUMBER:
WORK NUMBER:
HOME NUMBER:
EMAIL:
Dates when your team is not available (if any):
Special Requests/Comments:

I certify that all information submitted as part of this entry is complete and accurate Coach’s Signature: ______________________ Printed: _______________________ 
Date___________
Ames Spring League Baseball

2012
Roster Form
TEAM NAME:
Primary Location:
	Player Name
	Birthdate
	Age
	Regular Season League

	
	
	
	

	1.
	
	
	

	2.
	
	
	

	3.
	
	
	

	4.
	
	
	

	5.
	
	
	

	6.
	
	
	

	7.
	
	
	

	8.
	
	
	

	9.
	
	
	

	10.
	
	
	

	11.
	
	
	

	12.
	
	
	

	13.
	
	
	

	14.
	
	
	

	15.
	
	
	


No more than 15 players on a team.  A maximum of 3 changes to this roster are permissible during Ames Spring League.  Coaches must make changes to roster 72 hours prior to the affected game by submitting the updated roster to the Director of Ames Spring League Baseball and to your opposing team’s coaches.
Important Information – Please Read

November 10th 2011
To:  2012 Ames Spring League Coaches

From:  Bryan Griffin



Director, Ames Spring League

RE:  2012 Ames Spring League Information – Season Begins Saturday, April 14, 2011
The purpose of this memo is to cover 2012 Ames Spring League details not previously explained to include a detailed listing of the Rules of Competition.

OBJECTIVE OF THE 2012 AMES SPRING LEAGUE PROGRAM
The paramount objective of the 2012 Ames Spring League program is development of baseball skills, such as hitting, fielding, throwing and pitching as well as development of understanding baseball strategies. 
DIRECTIONS TO FACILITIES
Directions to 2012 Ames Spring League facilities (Hunziker Youth Sport Complex, Brookside Park and River Valley Park)  may be obtained by calling the Director of Ames Spring League (Bryan Griffin 515-291-4222), or they can be obtained via the Ames Web page www.ameslittleleaguebaseball.com. 
SPRING LEAGUE ENTRY FEES

Entry Fee Checks and Registration forms must be received on or before the March 15th, 2012 registration deadline and will be deposited as received by Ames Spring League.
COMMUNICATION TO DIRECTOR OF AMES SPRING LEAGUE & COACHES
PLEASE NOTE THE FOLLOWING:

Ames Spring League Director is Bryan Griffin.  Any questions please contact him at 515-291-4222.

GAME FORFEITURE 

If for any reason your team must forfeit a game, common courtesy requires you to notify the Director and opponent as soon as possible. Coaches, please keep the copy of the contact information sheet for the coaches in your division for such emergencies, etc. Each team should also possess a copy of the sheets of applicable rule provisions which are also attached to this information.  
GAME TIME LIMITS, FIELD PREP & UMPIRE ABSENCES

Please note the applicable time limit provisions explained below. Also, each team must furnish two new baseballs for each game.  The approve baseball of Ames Spring League is the Diamond RS-T.

The Ames Spring League is responsible for dragging and chalking fields ONCE before the first game of the day on a given field.  Thereafter, the site will have rakes and a chalker available for use if desired.
In case of unexpected absences by the scheduled umpire, each team should identify a parent willing to work behind the plate for the customary fee. The home team shall select the replacement umpire. This is particularly important since the sites may not have additional personnel available to umpire games on short notice.

INCLEMENT WEATHER
Incase of inclement weather, contact the Ames Spring League Hotline (515-306-5183).

REQUIRED PAPERWORK
Ames Spring League uses two standardized forms on which to report each player, coach and all other individuals teams intend to have in the dugout.  These forms are posted on, and may be downloaded and printed from, the Ames web site (ameslittleleaguebaseball.com). The two forms are included in this email.

1) Entry form:  This form provides space for supplying the team name, coach contact information, and age division. This completed form must be postmarked no later than the March 15, 2012 deadline date.

2) Roster form: This form is used to provide player information, including player age and birthdates.  This form must be resubmitted to Ames Spring League if your roster changes during the 2012 Ames Spring League season.  The initial completed version of this form must be received by the Ames Spring League Office prior to the first game on Saturday, April 14, 2012.  If there are to be changes throughout the season, teams must present new rosters 72 hours prior to the affected game.  A maximum of 3 changes to this roster are permissible during Spring League. Coaches must make changes to roster 72 hours prior to the affected game by submitting an updated roster to the Director of Ames Spring League Baseball and to your opposing coaches.
Remember your roster may be flexible week to week provided you supply in advance (72 hours prior to the next game) the player or players name(s) and birthday(s) of those who will be in your dugout.  Your roster may be updated up to three times during the season by sending the completed updated roster form to Ames Spring League Director.

UPDATED ROSTER OF COACHES CONTACT INFORMATION
An updated roster of coaches contact information will be sent by email to each team supplying an email address on their entry form just prior to season opening. It is expected that the full list of contacts will be delivered not later than April 5, 2012.  Periodic updates thereafter will depend upon how many informational changes arise, thus precipitating the need for another update.
GAME SCHEDULE

The 2012 Ames Spring League schedule of games will be posted on the Ames website (ameslittleleaguebaseball.com) and emailed to each team that supplied an email address with their entry form. The final schedule will be compiled by April 1, 2012.  Note it is virtually impossible to schedule games so that all teams have back-to-back time slots every Saturday while at the same time keeping other parameters in balance.

The 2012 Ames Spring League schedules do not imply designation of home or visiting team.  A coin toss prior to each game will determine home and visitor designations.  Winner of coin toss chooses HOME or VISITOR.
RULES
(Also see below:  Ames Spring League Rules of Competition)
A copy of the rules sheet(s) applicable to the 2012 Ames Spring League program will be distributed by email to each team that included an email address on their entry form and will be posted on the Ames website (ameslittleleaguebaseball.com).

At all age groups, the game time limit will be 90 minutes; games will be scheduled at one hour, forty-five minute intervals.  For games not reaching their maximum number of innings, at the 90 minute mark the game terminates, ties remain ties, and teams must exit the dugouts immediately to make room for the next teams scheduled on the field.

Metal spikes are permitted at ages 13U and above, but are prohibited at ages 12U and below.

With one exception noted below, in all age divisions 15U and below, bat size shall not be limited by the 2011 High School Baseball Rules published by the National Federation of State High School Associations regarding bat specifications of BPF 1.15. EXCEPTION:  In the age 11U and 12U age groups, the bat barrel may not exceed 2 ¾” in diameter.
TO ADDRESS ALL POSSIBLE QUESTIONS IN ADVANCE.  FEEL FREE TO DISCUSS YOUR QUESTIONS WITH THE 2012 AMES SPRING LEAGUE DIRECTOR – BRYAN GRIFFIN (515-291-4222)

I WISH TO YOU AND YOUR ENTIRE TEAM (PLAYERS, COACHES, PARENTS AND FANS) A GREAT AMES SPRING LEAGUE EXPERIENCE IN 2012.

Director of Ames Spring League

Bryan A. Griffin
Bryan A. Griffin

2012- AMES SPRING LEAGUE RULES OF COMPETITION 

The official rules of the Ames Spring League Program are the “2010 High School Baseball Rules” as published by the National Federation of State High School Associations except where modified.  To order rule books visit www.nfhs.com. 

GENERAL PROVISIONS

1.  PITCHING (Special Ames Spring League Rule)

In all age groups, a player may pitch two (2) innings per game up to a maximum of 60 pitches in two (2) innings.
2. BALKS

In age groups 7U – 12U, balks WILL NOT be called
In age groups 13U – 15U, balks WILL be called

3. HEAD FIRST SLIDE

Headfirst slide will be allowed in 13U – 15U age groups ONLY.
Players utilizing a headfirst slide when heading TO the base/plate in the 12U and under divisions will result in play being called dead and the runner being called out. However, Players may RETURN to a base using a headfirst slide or dive as per Little League International Rules. 
4. BAT SIZE

Age groups 7U – 15U,  shall not be limited by the 2010 High School Baseball Rules published by the National Federation of State High School Associations Regarding bat specifications.
EXCEPTION: All bats must be BPF 1.15 approved for all age groups. In the 11U and 12U age groups, the bat barrel may not exceed 2 ¾” in diameter.

5. 10-RUN RULE

In all age groups 7U – 15U, the 10-run rule shall apply after four (4) innings (3 ½ innings if the home team is ahead)

6. INJURIES INVOLVING BLOOD

A player or coach who is bleeding or who has an open wound shall be prohibited from participating further in the game until appropriate treatment has been administered.  If medical care or treatment can be administered in a reasonable amount of time, the individual would not have to leave the game.  The length of time that is considered reasonable is an umpire judgment.  The reentry rule would NOT apply to players in case of a bleeding injury. If there is an excessive amount of blood on the uniform, it must be changed before that individual may participate.
7. EJECTION ( Manager, coach, players or fans)

In all age groups, the first occurrence of unacceptable or unsportsmanlike behavior results in suspension for the rest of the game in which the ejection occurs, and for the next scheduled game.  Ejected managers, coaches, players or fans must leave the game site
Should a second occurrence of ejection occur during the same Spring League Season the individual(s) involved will be suspended for the remainder of the Spring League Season, as well as receiving possible further sanctions subject to the review of the Ames Spring League Committee?
8. COACHES ATTIRE
Coaches do not need to be in full uniform, but should be in appropriate matching athletic attire, consistent with the team uniform (such as collared shirts and coaches shorts, with athletic shoes).  Open toed shoes are prohibited.
9. WITHDRAWAL FROM SPRING LEAGUE

Deadline for withdrawal from the Spring League will be the Spring League entry deadline.  If a team does not give notification of withdrawal prior to the deadline date, but the team does withdraw from the Spring League, the head coach and/or entire team may be subject to sanctions, with due process.

Entry fees for teams withdrawing from the Spring League after the entry deadline will not be refunded.

10. COMPLETE GAME

For all age groups, 7U – 15U, a game shall be considered complete after four (4) innings (3 ½ innings if home team is ahead).
10a. Ames Spring League Rule – innings will not be started after 1hr 30 minutes.  If an inning is being played at the 1 hr 20 minute mark, the inning will be completed unless the home team is ahead after ½ innings.  Game is complete regardless of innings at time limit.

11. CALLED GAME

For all age groups, 7U – 15U, the umpire may suspend a game (due to inclement weather or other circumstances), but not declare the game completed, in order to hold discussions with Spring League Director.  Spring League Committee will attempt to allow all games to be played to completion unless it becomes imperative to change the Spring League format.
12. LAST HALF INNING

The bottom half of the last inning will NOT be completed solely for tie-breaker purposes once the home team has more runs than the visiting team in that inning.

13. EXTRA INNINGS (FOR USE ONLY IN PLAYOFFS)
Extra innings will only be played in cases of a tie during the end of season playoffs games.
14. PROTESTS

Protests must be made verbally with the umpire at the time of the play and before the next pitch.  A fee of $100.00 cash (refunded if upheld) must accompany the protest.  All decisions of the protest committee shall be final.  Only decisions involving the misinterpretation or misapplication of a rule may be protested.  No protest shall be allowed in matters involving solely the officials’ judgment.

15. BAT PERSON

Bat persons must be between the ages of 8-19 years old, and must wear a helmet at all times when outside of the dugout during games.

16. BATTING ORDER REQUIREMENTS

Teams must have a continuous batting order that includes all players on their roster.
AGE SPECIFIC PROVISIONS
7U – 12U age groups

· Base length will be 60 feet
· Pitching distance will be 46 feet
· Lead offs will NOT be allowed
· Games will be 6 innings in length – time limit is 90 minutes
· A runner may leave the base after the ball crosses the plate.  Upon leaving the base early, an immediate dead ball will be called and the runner is out.
· On a dropped 3rd strike, the batter is out and base runners advance at their own risk.
· No metal cleats are allowed
· The diameter of 11U & 12U bats will not exceed 2 ¾”
· A continuous batting order will be used with the complete roster batting.  Players will maintain the same batting order for the duration of the game
13U – 15U age groups

· Base length will be 90 feet
· Pitching distance will be 60 feet 6 inches.
· Lead offs are allowed
· Games will be 7 innings in length – time limit is 90 minutes
· On a dropped 3rd strike, the batter may advance.
· Metal cleats are allowed
· A continuous batting order will be used with the complete roster batting.  Players will maintain the same batting order for the duration of the game 
